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Music

By Mallory Abreu
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

A
fter years of yearning for
Led Zeppelin to reunite,
Jason Bonham has final-
ly found solace in honor-
ing his father.

“I started it as therapy, I think,”
says Bonham by phone of his tribute
band, Jason Bonham’s Led Zeppelin
Experience, which performs at the
House of Blues on Saturday. “In my
life, there’s always been talk of a Led
Zeppelin reunion. . . . I was just so dis-
appointed for years that it never hap-
pened. As soon as I would let the pos-
sibility go, next thing you know there’s
a phone call, and then it was on
again.”

The son of late Led Zeppelin drum-
mer John Bonham, Jason was exposed
to stardom at an early age. Before he
founded JBLZE in 2010, Bonham
played on and off again with Led Zep-
pelin’s remaining members — Robert
Plant, Jimmy Page, and John Paul
Jones — most memorably in their
2007 reunion concert at London’s O2
Arena.

“When you’re involved with those
guys, you’re being involved in one of
the biggest bands in the world,” Bon-
ham says. “You can kind of get lost in
the hype.” As a child, he remembers
staring in disbelief when told that
84,000 people crowded into a stadium
were waiting for his father’s band to
play — the same father who, at home,
would put on the jukebox and watch as
his son played along on his drum kit.

Over the years, Bonham has work
tirelessly to perfect his drumming, cit-
ing his father as his hero. He remem-
bers how Plant and Page especially
would see bits of his father in his man-
nerisms, his tendency toward reck-
lessness, and his ability to maintain
the steadily pulsating rhythm integral
to Zeppelin’s sound.

Although working with Plant,

Page, and Jones was largely successful,
Bonham came to realize that re-creat-
ing the organic chemistry between the
founding four would never be possi-
ble. “It was once, eight years ago yes-
terday, that [Plant] said to me, ‘With-
out a shadow of a doubt, there is no
one who can play it like you, other
than your father — [but] you’re not
your father, and to me, Led Zeppelin
was with your dad,’ ” Bonham says.
“And I get it. I’m OK with that.”

Letting go of his father’s musical
career and moving on with his own
has allowed Bonham to perpetuate
Zeppelin’s legacy, through what he
calls his “fun gig,” while also pursuing

his own interests — drumming in
Sammy Hagar’s band the Circle, to
name just one. He plays around 30
shows a year with JBLZE — each night
a different combination of set list and
improvisation, true to Led Zeppelin’s
jam-oriented vibe.

“Some of their best songs were 25
minutes long, where they would go off
on a whole other tangent,” recalls Bon-
ham. “The musicianship of the band
was so big that they could just follow
each other. . . . They could take it as
the mood went. The one thing I try to
capture when I do the shows is this
spirit of what Led Zeppelin always had
to offer — the element of jam.” Bon-

ham also sets out to create a multi-di-
mensional experience, combining
Zeppelin music with home videos and
other footage. With his father playing
on screen, the Bonhams are able to
drum together: something the two
were never able to do while Bonzo was
alive.

“There was only ever one drum kit,
so we never got to play together at the
same time,” explains Bonham. “[My
dad] used to say his dream was to have
him play side by side with me at Madi-
son Square Garden, and we never got
a chance to do that. So I’ve been kind
of fulfilling these dreams, for the last
five years, doing this.”

And essentially, Bonham’s Led Zep-
pelin Experience is exactly that: a way
for him to share his father’s life and
music with a crowd that wants the ex-
perience to survive as much as he
does. “I’ve grown up around [Led Zep-
pelin], I’ve played with them, have a
slightly different insight than some of
the other [cover bands],” he says. “So
this is very heartfelt to me. That’s why
it’s my experience, my Led Zeppelin
Experience — for me, it’s the different
stories I tell the audience.”

In return, he receives heartfelt re-
sponses from the audience. Reflecting
on one man who told him about wait-
ing in line for two days to see a Led
Zeppelin concert in 1980, only to find
out that the show was canceled be-
cause John Bonham had died that day,
Bonham explains his project’s trans-
formation.

“I suddenly thought to myself, this
is more than just about how I’m miss-
ing him,” he explains. “I’d forgotten
that there’s a whole audience here,
and they lost their drummer. They lost
their favorite band.” Perhaps, with
Bonzo living on through his son, they
don’t have to mourn just yet.

Mallory Abreu can be reached at
mallory.abreu@globe.com.

Chip off the old rock
With his own band, Jason Bonham preserves Led Zeppelin’s — and his dad’s — heavy legacies
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“The musicianship of the
band was so big that they

could just follow each other.
. . . They could take it as the

mood went,’’ says
Jason Bonham (above),

about Led Zeppelin.

JASON BONHAM’S
LED ZEPPELIN EXPERIENCE
At House of Blues, Saturday
at 6 p.m. Tickets $35. 800-653-8000,
www.livenation.com

Boston Globe
Ticket to the Arts
Order Online through our Self Serve
Order Entry System. 24/7 from anywhere.

boston.com/tickettothearts

THEATERTHEATER THEATERTHEATER

ACTIVITIES

DANCE

MUSIC MUSIC

Call Now! Many Holiday Shows SOLD OUT!
Tue-Fri at 8, Sat at 6 & 9, Sun at 3 & 7

Added Shows: $10 Family Matinee Dec 24 at 2
Christmas Day at 5, Mon Dec 28 at 8

Wed Dec 30 at 2 & 8, New Year’s Eve at 8, New
Year’s Day at 5

Holiday Party Group Rates Call 617-451-0195
Drink & Dining Options Available

Tickets/Gift Certificates Call 617-426-5225
www.shearmadness.com

Charles Playhouse, 74 Warrenton Street

BOSTON’S HILARIOUS
WHODUNIT!

“NON STOP LAUGHS!’

Regis Philbin- Regis & Kelly

“Everyone Can Relate to This!”

-Martha Stewart Living

Dec 9- Dec 20th

Wed 2 & 7; Thur 7; Fri 8, Sat 2 & 8; Sun 2pm

BOX OFFICE: 781- 646-4849

Groups (15 +): 1-888-264-1788

Regent Theatre- 7 Medford St. Arlington, MA

PlayhouseInfo.com

“HYSTERICAL!”
-BROADWAY WORLD.COM

Presented by Actors’ Shakespeare Project

Written by William Shakespeare

Directed by OBIE winner Melia Bensussen

**A holiday heart-warmer**

Jealousy becomes the fiery catalyst for

cruelty & banishment. Forgiveness wins out

over mistrust, keeping this sublime romance

out of the clutches of tragedy!

Tickets make great holiday gifts!

ACTORSSHAKESPEAREPROJECT.ORG

UNITED PARISH, BROOKLINE
DEC 10 - JAN 3

The
Winter s

Tale

Stoneham Theatre presents CHRISTMAS ON

THE AIR through December 27th. Journey back

to 1949 when radio was king, as the Frank family

presents their annual Christmas show for you, a

live studio audience. Filled with classic Christmas

music and stories, this show is sure to warm

your heart this holiday season! Tickets: 781-279-

2200, 395 Main Street, Stoneham, MA 02180.

www.stonehamtheatre.org. Discount Code: BG10

$10 OFF REGULAR
PRICE TICKETS

Last chance to see Nick Offerman (“Parks
& Recreation”) in this world premiere

adaptation of the Pulitzer-winning novel.
“Dunces is beyond my wildest expectations.

GO SEE IT!” – METRO
“IMPRESSIVE! Nick Offerman shines!”

– THE BOSTON GLOBE
“IMMENSELY ENTERTAINING!” – WBUR

“Offerman is brilliant!” – WGBH
A Huntington Theatre Company production

Avenue of the Arts / BU Theatre
617 266 0800 huntingtontheatre.org

FINAL WEEKEND -
MUST CLOSE SUNDAY!

DECEMBER 4 - DECEMBER 23

Based on the Charles Dickens classic,
with dazzling special effects, traditional and
original songs, and colorful costumes, this

award-winning production of A CHRISTMAS
CAROL has been seen by more than

one million people since its debut in 1989.

NORTH SHORE MUSIC THEATRE
62 Dunham Rd | Beverly | MA

FOR TICKETS: 978.232.7200 or NSMT.ORG

NEW ENGLAND’S BRIGHTEST
HOLIDAY FAMILY TRADITION

Traditional favorites, a dancing troupe of Santas,

our version of the can-can ... just part of what

we’re unwrapping this Christmas.

Saturday, December 19 at 8pm

Sunday, December 20 at 8pm

Monday, December 21 at 8pm

New England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall

Tickets from $20 (before fees) at www.bgmc.org

“BGMC’S CONCERT PUTS THE
MERRY INTO MY CHRISTMAS”

From the captivating dance of the Sugar Plum
Fairy to the iconic snow scene, this enchanting
holiday classic - set to Tchaikovsky’s beloved
score - continues to enthrall audiences of all

ages. Whether you’re seeing it for the first time
or it’s an annual treat, “The Nutcracker” will kick

off your holiday season in style, making
memories to cherish with the ones you love.

Tickets start at $35.
November 27-December 31

Boston Opera House
Tickets: 617.695.6955 | www.bostonballet.org

CHERISH THE MOMENT
WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS

FRIDAY DECEMBER 18, 8:00 PM
OLD SOUTH CHURCH, COPLEY SQ, BOSTON

Join a beloved Boston holiday tradition:
candlelight procession with chant;
beautiful music by Jonathan Dove,

Kenneth Leighton, Healey Willan, and
Bryan Cresswell; celebratory songs
from Kenya, Mongolia, and Israel;

and carol singing for all.
Tickets $25-$35-$45, available anytime at

www.choruspromusica.org or 800-658-4276.

CANDLELIGHT
CHRISTMAS

Walk the Freedom Trail® and discover the
origins of Boston’s holiday traditions. Led by
19th-century Dickensian costumed guides,

the festive Stroll is complete with
an exclusive visit to the Omni Parker House

for signature refreshments,
world-famous Boston Cream Pie, and

Freedom Trail museum shops discounts.
Thursday-Sunday, 3:30 p.m.

$29 adults; $19 children
For tickets, please call 617.357.8300

www.TheFreedomTrail.org

A HOLIDAY MUST!
NOW THROUGH JANUARY

“God Bless us, everyone!” Get in the holiday spirit

with Troy Siebels’ lavish & innovative adaptation

of Charles Dickens’ classic tale. You know the

story, you’ll love the message of Christmas

redemption. Join us for our annual

A CHRISTMAS CAROL and feel the warmth of

The Hanover Theatre experience from the

moment you walk in the door. DEC 18-27.

Group Discounts. Children & students 50% off.

2 Southbridge St. Worcester, MA 01608

877.571.SHOW (7469) ~ TheHanoverTheatre.org

A Christmas Carol

A CHRISTMAS CAROL

Adapted by Joe Landry, directed by
Megan Sandberg-Zakian

George Bailey’s timeless story of renewal
as 1940’s radio show,

complete with live sound effects.
mrt.org - 978-654-4678 - Nov. 25 - Dec. 20

MERRIMACK REPERTORY
THEATRE

Classical verse meets mayhem in this
radical reinterpretation of the timeless comedy.

Using narrative drive and ferocious
sound, Filter Theatre creates a celebratory

romp through the madness of love
JAN 20 - 30 617.824.8400 artsemerson.org

A FAST-PACED REMIX OF
SHAKESPEARE’S COMEDY

All-Live Musical Re-creation with Costumes
of the Fab Four’s Journey from British Invasion,
Ed Sullivan Show, Sgt. Pepper and Abbey Road

ReagleMusicTheatre.com
617 Lexington St., Waltham

FREE PARKING

FEBRUARY 21 - 2:00PM
781-891-5600

MANIATHE CAST O
F

An exciting new pop/rock musical adaptation
of Hans Christian Andersen’s classic tale that
is sure to enchant the entire family this holiday

season. Directed by Rick Lombardo.
New Repertory Theatre | Watertown, MA

617-923-8487 | newrep.org

THE SNOW QUEEN
NOVEMBER 28-DECEMBER 20

Steven Karidoyanes conducts an orchestra,
soloists & YOU in 2 popular sing-along

performances of HANDEL’s great oratorio!
Friday, Dec 18 & Saturday, Dec 19 at 8 PM
Grace Chapel, 59 Worthen Road, Lexington
MasterworksChorale.org / 617-858-6785

A HOLIDAY TRADITION
OVER HALF A CENTURY!

JANUARY 6-10 Boston Opera House
800.982.2787 BroadwayInBoston.com
Box Office Hours: Mon - Fri 10am-5pm

Groups 10+ Call 617.482.8616
Lexus Broadway In Boston Season

TICKETS MAKE GREAT GIFTS!
BEGINS IN 3 WEEKS

at the Multicultural Arts Center
41 Second Street, Cambridge, MA

December 10 - 20, 2015

Tickets at:
WWW.MULTICULTURALARTSCENTER.ORG

POETS’ THEATRE PRESENTS
BEOWULF

An unlikely and hilarious friendship develops
when an out-of-work L.A. actor lands the

best job ever — working in Barbra
Streisand’s Malibu basement mall!

Now thru Jan. 3 Lyric Stage Copley Sq
617.585.5678 lyricstage.com

“BEYOND BRILLIANT!”
“FANTASTICALLY FUNNY!”

It’s a magical “Grassical” Xmas concert at The
Cabot in Beverly, Sat., Dec. 19 at 8 PM. A vivid

blend of genres in “Grassical” style — bluegrass
+ classical music, with jazz, blues and rock

mixed in! Tickets at www.thecabot.org.
978-927-3100. *DON’T MISS THIS!

BLUEGRASS, JAZZ, CLASSICAL
THE CABOT, SAT. DEC. 19

“HUMOR FOR HUMANITY”
December 31 at 7:30pm

THE WILBUR THEATER, 246 Tremont St., Boston
Tix & Info at JIMMYTINGLE.COM or

The Wilbur Theatre at (617) 248-9700
10% of net proceeds to benefit GLOBE SANTA

NEW YEAR’S EVE!
GIVE THE GIFT OF LAUGHTER!

St. Paul’s Adult & Childrens Choir
& Commonwealth Brass Quintet

Free & Open to All
St. Pauls Church

59 Court Street, Dedham

MUSIC FOR THE SEASON
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 3 PM

ANDCarols
Candlelight

Huntington Playwriting Fellow Kirsten
Greenidge finds raw humor & gritty poetry

in this ripped-from-the-headlines new play.
A Huntington Theatre Company production
South End / Calderwood Pavilion at the BCA

617 266 0800 huntingtontheatre.org

OBIE AWARD-WINNING
DRAMA - STARTS JAN. 29!

Ayad Akhtar’s Pulitzer Prize-winning
drama about race and identity.

“A 90-minute masterpiece!” - ONSTAGE
A Huntington Theatre Company production

Avenue of the Arts / BU Theatre
617 266 0800 huntingtontheatre.org

RIVETING BROADWAY HIT -
STARTS JANUARY 8!

Dec. 18 Lexington, Dec. 19 Newbury
Dec. 21 Cambridge

The Christmas story retold through music of
Spain, France, North Africa and the Holy Land.

With SHARQ Arabic Ensemble.
Tickets $10-$55. www.bostoncamerata.org

A MEDITERRANEAN
CHRISTMAS

The Boston
Camerata

Step into a glamorous 19th-century Moscow,
where passions ignite as Napoleon’s war rages
outside the city. Bringing to life a scandalous

slice of War and Peace, it is Tolstoy like you’ve
never experienced before. TICKETS FROM $25

americanrepertorytheater.org

NOW PLAYING
AN ELECTROPOP OPERA

Laurence Cummings conducts
Bach Christmas at NEC’s Jordan Hall

Featuring Cantatas 36, 133, 140
Dec. 17 at 7.30pm + Dec. 20 at 3pm

Tickets from $27
handelandhaydn.org • 617 266 3605

BACH CHRISTMAS
WITH HANDEL AND HAYDN


